



emor-.;;dum for the record 


JtCT: Discussions wi th KKMAOMI 



1. Qn 27 June)l met wi th in my office to discuss HKNAGMI 

n the hopeY-he-cotfld shed additional Tight on the tasking of that project and 
ny operational support it possibly may have provided. joined the Agency 
arly in 1958 and served as Chief of the Biology Branch dr TSD from September 1961 


2. At the outset,*^ J§gJ^»spoke very strongly of his need to maintain the 


•5E3BS&'. 






3. I began the interview b* iving£ r Iggga run-down on our understanding 

if the Ft. petrick project and ■ image t at effort projected by the limited 

'ecord of the MKNAGM1 file. I ted out ^t one. of the clearly defined purposes, 
jf. the’ project as stated in TSL jments was to maintain a stockpile of lethal: . 
igents and disseminating systems in readiness for operational use and that this in 
association with the current furor about assassinations had caused some obvious 
uoncern within the Agency about this prog^atj^which had not been alleviated by 
available records. It was our hope that could fill some gaps in ’our 

knowledge. He was told that whatever he could provide should be given on a complete’ 
voluntary basis and that lie should feel free, not to say anything if he so chose. 


a run-down on our understanding 
at effort projected by the limited 
.it one. of the clearly defined purposes, 


4. responded immediately by stating that it was essential we 

understand that while discussions were held and work done on things that might ?, 

j appear questionable, there was a clear, understanding among all involved that they 
would rFaver actually be used operationally because of inherent, stops built into the 
Ugency approval system that assured final approval for use would never be given. ; 

(Thus, he characterized the whole HKNAOMI effort as a kind of Never-flever-Land f 

(involving all sorts of unfettered discussion in isolation from reality. He provided 
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full, assurance that "the Company" had nothing to worry about: none of the lethal 
operational use" 9 P tS ° f mmA1 had ever been made available to anyone for 

W£S . sp f r:t questioning about the requirements that 

shap-d the M,\, .ACril project. He. stated that these had all been generated internal! 
An»r^w t' t! e reca ] led 5° requirements having been levied by anyone within the 
pL r n0t R p2rL lSD * Later in the interview, however, he noted that he 

iu p dls Sf*2° a n i S i r ? eVant t0 . thl l B f ier ” 1th $&&&*&&■ tot with no 
° r “ slse - Hs recalled no case in which requirements or direction were received 

™°“ ts ] ( ; e the Agency. It was simply the view of TSD that such a capability as 
hAOill could provide was a reasonable one for the Agency to possess. Moreover he 
notea tnst the inherent unreliability of biological agents and processes “basical 1 v 
limited. the utility of the KAO, MI product. He pointed out that lots of work was 
done on incapacitants, none of which could be used because of an inability to find 
comp.ete assurance that no serious lasting effects might result from their use. 

He contender at seme length that the work done by Ft, Detrick was really defensive 
in nature. B'.v applications suitable for clandestine use were developed and tested 
on iy in order- to understand the offensive threat the Agency faced. Jn some con- 
tradiction to this, however, he indicated that systems for use against dogs or for 
incapacitating humans were actually thought to be needed additions to the Aq»ncy r s 
capabilities. In making his case for the defensive concerns of HKNAOMI he cited ' 
the vulnerability studies undertaken by Ft. Detrick. 

. 6. confirmed that the responsibilities of the Special Operations 

Division centered on the development and testing of special applications of BW ' 
weapons. ^ Our relations v/ere fairly informal and relied upon liaison between 
Ft. Detnck and TSD being conducted by a very limited number (several) of 
designated project officers. He also confirmed that virtually no written record* 
on the project were maintained. Funding was provided by the Agency simply to 
support the over all act ivity of SCD and apparently was not accounted for on a 
tasking basis; averred that the arrangement was based on the premise 

that^work done in response to special Army requirements would be of interest to 
the Agency. This was particularly true since the Army Special Forces were SOD's 
Principal customer and the. Agency faced many of the same problems as this element 
of the Army. He left the impression that rather than provide tasking to Ft. Detric 
lSD simply selected developments of interest from an internally generated program, 
about maintaining records of material transferred to the Agency, 

| responded that very little such material was -in fact given to TSD and 

I that it'wa^ unlikely any records were kept. ^ 

I 7 -, A considerable amount of time was spent questioning specifically 

8 about the provision of agents .or delivery systems developed at Ft. Detrick to 
| operational elements of the Agency. He stated flatly that he had never had 
§• occasion to do_so. Cs£I^'P“v<as shewn a Ft. Detrick memo in the KKKACF!I file 
| covering a conference with the Agency at which he was present which indicated he 
8 requested the Agency be provided with 5 staph , enterotoxin (food .poisoning) tablets 
| by 1 April 1962. He was asked the purpose of his request. responded by 
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< 2 vir,q he was glad this specific question was asked since it enabled him to^T2fi<y 
what was obviously a source of some misunderstanding. It was his practice, he sau. 
to 1 °v y such requests upon SOD with specific due dates simply to masjc any possible 
future request which might be made for real operational purposes. Thus, periodic 
•oqu^sts for material and delivery systems were made so that a purposeful one would 
not stand out as unusual. He further stated that the ent er otoxin . development was 
one t'n» Army had been engaged in which we thougnt might be of use iO us as a m_ ns 
for temporarily incapacitating guards. Mo mention was made of the obvious 
discrepancy between this.vlew.and the contention that our interests were purely 
defensive in naturef^^l^ was told that one of the schemes suggested or use 

aciainst Castro involved the treatment of the inside or a diving suite with nadura 
against u stro 1 , Hi^oase At ; he same conference as noted above, 

claimed he had S^XlS^l? ^SfvS^suit affair ^ of any other plot to 

si 

for 5? On no other occasion had Ft. Dctnck material 

been provided to the DDF. 

7 The MKULTRA drug work came up a number of times. At the outset 0< the 

ssarsustts a^s* «* 

had been his principal concern. 


some time describing other activities apparently 

cause^tructural failures in a number °f di^erent m J^J’g 1 p t’ b iy°high n DDT 1 levels)!'^ i 
”°t”c! d SrS K Sf«“«^tar™ss™nt -terhls « 9 .inst tasted ir.d„id^' 
as opposed to uses for crov;d control or meeting disrupt! . 
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and wars not altogether believable in the light of information avai Table 

h=, aoo=ars to be the sole accessible participant in the f-.rtiiACi-II project who- 
-eoly’ involved in it during its most provocative period, _there seems to be 
rittle'rore that can be done now in establishing the extent or support provided 
actual operations during the early 1360's. ^ 

— ■ - yT'S- ~ t ■^av a *r*~^ - • ,Z *U- 1- eg 




